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Service at All Saints’ Church on Sunday 6 February  

remembering HM The Queen’s Accession 

The Queen has recently said that 6 February is for her a day for quiet reflection because it is not only the 

anniversary of her Accession to the Throne but also the day that her father King George VI died. The day for 

celebration and thanksgiving will come later this year on the anniversary of her Coronation.  

     The Revd Val Tait, taking the service of Holy Communion at Yatton, wove together the themes of  

reflection and  service. The Old Testament reading described how Isiah was called by God to serve as a 

prophet. Similarly, the sudden death of her father meant that the then 25-year-old Princess Elizabeth was 

called to serve her people and the Church by becoming Queen. 

     Revd Val, drawing on a recent article in the Mercury, asked members of the congregation what they  

remembered  of the day. Tom Jordan remembered being in a French lesson when the master announced 

that the King had died and then carried on teaching. Thomas Roskill was also at school and remembered 

writing that week to his parents saying that the King had died and also that he had knocked out his front 

teeth. Ann Jordan was away from school convalescing at home with her grandmother when the radio was 

interrupted by the announcement that the King had died. The announcement was followed by the Skye 

Boat Song being played. Whenever Ann hears that, memories of that day flood back. Quick-thinking  

organist, Julia Oulton, remembering that one of hymns in the hymn book is set to the tune of the Skye Boat 

Song, cleverly incorporated the tune during the preparation for Communion. During the rest of the service, 

Revd Val incorporated a number of prayers for the life and service of Her Majesty. One prayer was the one 

that The Queen herself prayed during the Coronation service. 
 

O God, who providest for thy people by thy power, and rulest over them in love: Vouchsafe  

so to bless thy Servant our Queen, that under her this nation may be wisely governed, and thy  

Church may serve thee in all godly quietness; and grant that she being devoted to thee with  

her whole heart, and persevering in good works unto the end, may, by thy guidance, come to  

thine everlasting kingdom; through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and reigneth  

with thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen.  
 

                Most would agree that The Queen has fulfilled those prayers during her long reign. 

At the end of the service the congregation sang the National Anthem and the organist played a work by the 

English musician, William Walton, who had composed music for the Coronation. Chris Oulton 



 

 

2 

R  E  G  U  L  A  R    L  O  C  A  L    E  V  E  N  T  S  
Please check your course in case Covid regulations continue to apply.  

W E E K L Y   

At Much Marcle Memorial Hall unless stated otherwise. 

Tuesdays 10—12 noon   WyePlay: active, fun, sessions for tots   

                  from birth to 5yrs. Just turn up! £4 per child, £1.50 for  

                  additional children. For information please visit  

                  www.facebook.com/wyeplay 

Tuesdays 8pm   Badminton: Jenny Park 01531 660408 

Wednesdays  6 –7pm   Brownies: Nicola Johnson 01531 660757 

Wednesdays 7- 8.30pm  Guides: Mary Boustead 01531 660242 

Thursdays 10 –11am  Coolmoves: Pilates Class - just turn up! 

M O N T H L Y  

Tuesdays every third: Coffee Mornings, St Bartholomew’s Church. 

Wednesdays every second: Putley WI in Putley Parish Hall     

                                             contact Rachel Wilson  07554  980714. 

Thursday every first: The Folk Club  7.30pm at the Memorial Hall 

                                for information  John Hodgson  01531 890852.   

Thursday every second:  Gardeners’ Club  7.30pm  

                                            contact June Beckett   07786 038583. 

Country & Western Evenings at Rushall Club   

                                            contact Ian Wheeler   01531 635682. 

Friday every third  Film Night  Memorial Hall 7pm for 7.30pm 

    contact Lindafleming10@btinternet.com  or 01531 660338 

The travelling Post Office and Shop continues to park in the Memorial Hall car park on Wednesdays from 3pm to 4pm. 

C  O  M  I  N  G   E  V  E  N  T  S   
M U C H  M A R C L E  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L  Spring Litter Pick & Parish Tidy  Saturday 26 March see February p10. 

MuchMarcleWalkers The next two walks will feature in the April Mercury.  

Please see below and also pages    5,   7,  10. 

 

The three main organisers, the Parish Council, the Church and the Hall,  

held a meeting on 16 February to discuss the planned celebration on  

Saturday 4 June of HM The Queen’s Coronation in 1953. 
  

For H&S reasons since covid, celebrations cannot be quite the same as those 

for her Diamond Jubilee as advertised in the January Mercury.  

However, there will be events in the Memorial Hall, at St Bartholomew’s 

Church, activities on The Bartons for all ages and, in the evening,  

‘music & dancing plus roast pig and drinks’. 
 

 

 

SPECIAL NOTE  

Tim Weston will build and light a beacon at 9.15pm  

on Thursday 2 June on Marcle Ridge. 

This is the day and time agreed Nationally. 

 

Sponsors and helpers will be needed so please consider what, or how, you could  

contribute to another historical event which will be celebrated nationwide.  

Please contact Elliott Thomas:   etcomehome1@gmail.com 

M U C H  M A R C L E  C E L E B R A T I O N !  

mailto:Lindafleming10@btinternet.com


 

 

The funeral of John Groves took place at St Bartholomew’s Church on 10 January. 

It was a quiet family funeral and I attended to represent The Friends. John  

absolutely loved our church and in particular the tomb of Blanche Mortimer. 

     John was born in Ruislip, Middlesex, and attended Harrow County Grammar 

School. He won a scholarship and was accepted at St Catharine's College        

Cambridge (quite an achievement for one not at a public school) and graduated  

in 1961 with an MA in Economics and Theology. In the following years, John 

worked in education all over the world. He married Tierney and raised a family, 

and had a most interesting and fulfilling life. He retired in 1995 but carried on with 

projects linked with education. Settled in Usk in 1998, John founded Usk Castle 

Friends. Separated from Tierney, he moved to Ledbury in 2005, still travelled   

extensively and formed a friendship with Zsuzsa, whose home was in Hungary.   

In 2006 John re-started Ledbury in Bloom, which he chaired for four years. 

JOHN GROVES  14 NOVEMBER 1937 – 28 DECEMBER 2021  

     Having found an interest in the Mortimer family and Wigmore Castle twenty five years earlier, John founded the 

Mortimer History Society in 2009. Much Marcle PCC was undertaking extensive renovations at St Bartholomew’s 

Church, and conservation of the Blanche Mortimer tomb began early in 2011, completed in 2014. John contacted The 

Friends of St Bartholomew’s and offered the support of the Mortimer History Society.  

     In 2013 the Textile Group of the Mortimer History Society hosted an event in the Memorial Hall at which they  

displayed a reproduction, that they had researched and created, of the costume that Blanche is wearing. John also 

gave a separate talk on the Mortimer family, which explained the connection to Much Marcle. He was an active     

supporter of The Friends of St Bartholomew’s Church and instrumental in raising the profile of the Blanche Mortimer 

Tomb and its associated history for which we are very grateful. 

     John and Zsuzsa were married in St Bartholomew’s Church in 2016 beside Blanche’s tomb. It was John’s dearest 

wish to be buried in the churchyard, which the churchwardens were able to grant. A Memorial Service will be held 

later in the year. 
Rosalind Barker Chairman, The Friends of St Bartholomew’s Church 

ERIC WARD  25  APRIL 1932 – 27 DECEMBER 2021  

My father, Eric, lived at ‘Woodpeckers’, Much Marcle with my 
mother, Jill, from 1998. They adopted South Herefordshire as 
home, having moved to the area in 1972, living first at Leddington.  
    Eric was born in Portsmouth and his family lived in Hampshire 
through the 1930s and 1940s. Like many of his age, childhood  
and adolescent years were disrupted by WW2. He remembered 
seeing the Hindenburg airships over Portsmouth in the 1930s.  
His fascination for ships, steam trains and the like dated from 
those days. His mother’s parents were English and German; they 
brought up their large family in Spain early in the twentieth  
century, so there were always connections across Europe. The war 
years were punctuated by several house moves, because Ports-
mouth with its naval dockyard was not a safe place for the Ward 
family.     
    During years at school and college in Hampshire, and later in 
London, he developed enthusiasm for languages, music, geology, 

history and practical crafts, as well as sound numerical and literacy skills. He was a conscientious objector so in place    
of National Service he worked in a variety of essential jobs including labouring on a mixed farm in Devon. This must  
have been when his interest in the English countryside and the pleasure of ‘growing your own’ really developed.  
     Jill and Eric met when studying music at Dartington College of Arts in Devon. Jill had already completed her teacher training.  

After they married in 1956, Eric worked in his father’s motor tyre business for a few years and then he himself trained in primary  
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teaching. After some teaching jobs in the South of England, it 
was the appointment as head teacher at Twyning Primary 
school, near Tewkesbury, which brought them to the Welsh  
Borders; quite a big change, but one that the family never  
regretted. As well as hands-on class teaching for around twenty 
years at Twyning Primary, he revelled in writing and directing  
the Christmas pantomime, full of mischievous jokes, and  
managing the first XI football team - despite his lack of sporting 
ability! Meanwhile Jill worked as a primary teacher in several 
local schools, as short-term supply teacher or for longer periods, 
such as several years at Much Marcle in the late 1970s. 
     Once established at Sunnybank near Ledbury, Eric and Jill  
became active in local folk dancing and music activities. They 
joined numerous local groups researching historic buildings, local 
archaeology and natural history. They were active members of 
Woolhope Naturalists Field Club based in Hereford. Concerts at 
the Three Choirs Festival and Malvern Concert Club were  
enjoyed a great deal. Eric played chess and joined the band of 
the Silurian Morris dancing side, playing tin whistle. 
     Meanwhile my sister, Janet, and I were at school in Hampshire 
and then encouraged on our chosen paths to Durham and  
Edinburgh universities. Eric was very keen that opportunities for 
learning were seized, and encouraged his five grandchildren in 
the same way in later years.  
     Eric retired before he was sixty; at about this time his parents 
became too elderly to look after themselves. He helped them to 
move to live with his sister, Gwen, on the Wirral. A bit more time 
to himself gave the opportunity to help Herefordshire Wildlife 
Trust with woodland management near Woolhope and to  
research historic headstones in churchyards around the county. 
Jill and Eric began to attend Ledbury Quaker meetings.  
    Once Jill also retired, they pursued many interests together,  
running folk music sessions for children. They also travelled with 
a caravan in England and Wales. One disadvantage, they agreed, 
of Herefordshire was the distance from the sea, so pilgrimages to 

ERIC WARD   R O S A L I N D  B A R K E R  
 
We are sad to learn of the passing of Eric Ward on 27 December 2021. With his wife Jill (who passed away in December 2015),  

he was part of the team that kept the Mercury going when it threatened to expire at the end of 2000. Eric and Jill were regular  

contributors with interesting articles about birds seen in their garden and recordings of the local weather. They both served on 

the Memorial Hall Committee as Treasurer and Lettings Secretary respectively until 2001, when refurbishment of the Hall began  

- not to be completed until 2005. Using records, notes of meetings, and accounts information which had been found in the roof  

of the Hall during the refurbishment, Eric wrote a series of articles for the Mercury in 2006, which explained why the building had 

not been completed until 1924. 

    Eric and Jill were also founder members of the Much Marcle Gardeners’ Club, formed in 2003. It was Eric who, right at the 

beginning, wrote to the BBC putting the Club forward for Gardeners Question Time, but it was not until 2009 that the Club’s turn 

came to host the programme at Hellens - by which time we had forgotten Eric had written! 

    Eric and Jill were Quakers but still supported events organised at St Bartholomew’s and Yatton Churches. Their contribution to 

our community is remembered with grateful thanks. 

Devon were quite regular. Travel horizons were pushed out, 
to more of the Scottish islands, Isles of Scilly, France,  
sometimes by bicycle, and Italy which was a favourite coun-
try to visit.  They made trips across the Atlantic to visit old 
friends and Jill’s relatives in Canada and the USA, as well as 
to Hong Kong where Janet and family were living in the 90s.  
    Around 1994 they moved to near Ludlow, having decided 
that the garden at Leddington was too large for a busy  
retired couple, followed by another more successful move to 
Much Marcle in 1998, to another house with a large garden! 
Previously Rose Cottage, they renamed the house Wood-
peckers, demonstrating their love for local bird life. 
     Eric delighted in the orchard and set about managing and 
restocking the apple, pear and plum trees. Neither he nor my 
mother had a taste for cider, but they valued the orchards 
with their local traditions, blossom and wildlife. He set up a 
croquet court for the family; due to the slope, it was a very 
tactical game! They loved to entertain and show friends and 
family visitors the local area including daffodil walks and an-
cient churches. Together, Jill and Eric got involved in the local 
twinning group, leading to numerous lovely trips to Provence 
and hosting of French visitors at home. As a dedicated Euro-
pean and linguist, this was a cause very close to Eric’s heart. 
Other new contacts were established, attending the Much 
Marcle gardening club, Ross walking club, the Ross-on-Wye 
Friends Meeting and committee duties for the Memorial Hall. 
     Eric and Jill’s last holiday together was a cruise on the 
Danube in autumn 2014. Very sadly, Jill, became ill during 
the trip. She passed away a few months later in April 2015 
despite medical treatment. Due to health problems Eric was 
not able to travel abroad again as he would have liked,  
although he did take a few trips within the UK. 
     Enthusiasm for practical crafts continued right to the end 
of his days at home – he continued woodwork, moving all his 
tools from the workshop into the warmer house; unfortu-
nately, the quality of work was not so good in latter days!  
He continued to enjoy watching birds on the feeders and 
listening to classical music, always on Radio 3. Meanwhile he 
was assisted by visiting carers, lovely neighbours and Quaker 
Friends.  
     How could we forget the cats?! The family always had one 
or two: after Eric lost Jill, two black and white cats ‘Kerry’ and 
‘Basil’ kept him company at home. He said he would not 
move until they had died - they were constant companions 
until early 2021.  

Frances Cooper (née Ward) 

Eric and Jill at 

Tintagel in 1956 



 

 

ST GEORGE’S DAY CELEBRATION CONCERT 
 

BY THE LYDBROOK BAND ON SATURDAY 23 APRIL  
  

Postponed from last autumn, the Lydbrook Band, one of the premier Brass Bands  

in the West of England, look forward to entertaining us  

in St Bartholomew’s Church on St George’s Day, Saturday 23 April.  

They will play music familiar to us all - and a few of their star soloists will feature.  

The evening will finish with a St George’s Day Celebration with  

Jerusalem, I Vow to Thee my Country and Elgar’s Pomp and Circumstance –  

Land of Hope and Glory.    

If you have never been to a Brass Band concert before, don’t miss this opportunity,  

you won’t be disappointed! Tickets £12.00 to include a glass of wine & nibbles: 01531 660664. 
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Gardening Tips from Duseline Stewart 

The sight of the first green leaves on a hawthorn hedge 

always gives me a thrill. This Spring seems to be     

coming on at an express rate. It has inspired me to get 

to work on my first task, tidying and  dividing those    

herbaceous plants that are looking tired and old. 

     Pentstemons and Siberian iris are particularly prone 

to outgrow their strength and location. Next, to cut down 

to 2 inches the stems of coloured cornus and willows to 

ensure a good show next winter. 

    I had hoped the grass would be cut by now, but the 

plague of moles has transformed the area into a scene 

of trench warfare. Putting thorny twigs into the runs has 

only resulted in their constructing bypasses. In normal 

conditions, I would rake, spike and feed. Now I am wild-

ing. 

     Dahlias stored over winter can now be boxed up and 

started into growth. With a sharp knife take 2 to 3 inch 

cuttings with a small section of the tuber with them. 

Those seedlings grown indoors over the winter will ben-

efit from a little outing on warm fine days to  

acclimatise them. But make sure you protect them  

from slugs and snails. Indoor plants are waking up and 

require a bit of extra food and water to get them going. 

Some will require repotting but only in a pot one size 

up. Plant firmly but don’t strangle them. 

      March is a good time to sow tender seeds like   

tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers, aubergines and 

gourds, but sow them sparingly. Every year I over-

crowd them because I can’t bear to waste them —  

then regret it. 

     Spare some time for the greenhouse; a good wash 

will help to keep pests down and increase light. Mean-

while it’s all go in the vegetable patch. Sow early peas, 

cabbage, carrots, salads, parsley, and parsnips when 

the weather is dry enough and plant early potatoes. 

Prune red and white currants and trim malplaced 

branches of any plum trees now rather than in winter. 

     Lastly, keep an eye out for ash die-back. Trees be-

come unstable and liable to drop branches. Sad to 

think that so many of our native trees are disappearing. 

Duseline 

Mercury Makes 
 

My needlework project this month was inspired by the long-awaited  

re-emergence of Spring and the small joys and simple pleasures to  

be found all along the waysides of the local area. 

     I love the unabashed exuberance of daffodil cultivars, which brighten  

days and lift the spirit so, but it is the understated presence of the wild  

daffodils alongside the exquisite perfection of violets nestled low amongst 

the grasses which draw my heart close and hold it dear. You cannot rush  

past wild flowers, only being able to appreciate them with a certain  

stillness of being and at a more relaxed pace than is usual in the  

increasing immediacy of life. They are Nature’s own antidote in times of  

stress and a gentle gift of awakening; fresh eyes on a new season. 

                                                                                                         Wren 
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Important message from our Treasurer 
 

There was very little good news resulting from the covid pandemic but the previous Mercury 

Team were determined to continuing distribution of the newsletter. It was sent by email - 

therefore no printing costs were incurred from April 2020 to July 2021.  

Together with several earlier years of careful stewardship, this has given us  

a small reserve of funds which we are able to distribute to local causes.  
 

If you, or someone you know, is aware of a group or organisation which  

you consider might benefit from a little financial support, please email me on: 

Bernard.morris44@btinternet.com   or ‘phone me:   07720 677056.  
 

The Mercury Team will consider all applications. Thank you. 

mailto:Bernard.morris44@btinternet.com
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Earlier this month, I read the January Mercury and the 

item about Worcester Royal Hospital by Sadie       

Facchino - just after I had arrived home from hospital. 

   Some may have seen me riding around Much    

Marcle and nearby villages on my red Scooter/Moped. 

Unfortunately my riding skill proved inadequate and in 

January I lost control on one of the Kempley roads.  I 

realized I had done serious damage to a leg despite 

doing less than 15mph. A transit van stopped; the 

driver called 999 and an ambulance arrived after thirty 

minutes -  pretty quick for the location. I was taken to 

Hereford County Hospital A&E and later to a surgical 

ward. Next day, surgeons told me I had set them a 

tough task, giving more detail than I liked to hear.  

     The day after the operation they told me it had 

been successful but it was early days. It needed six 

weeks without any weight on the leg and very little on 

it for a similar further period. At the time of writing, I 

am convalescing at home but not yet at the end of the 

first six-week period. 

The NHS 
Dear Editor 

   The point of my letter is to back up what Sadie said 

about Worcester hospital with my experience in  

Hereford, and in Ross Community Hospital where I 

spent ten days preparing for my return home. While it 

will be a while before I am fully recovered, I think that 

the surgeons did an amazing job putting me back  

together at no notice, less than twenty four hours after 

my accident. The nurses and assistants in both  

Hereford County Hospital and Ross Community  

Hospital did everything to make my time there as  

comfortable as it could be. Also, the physiotherapists 

quickly got me working to get used to ‘walking’ on one 

leg and a Zimmer frame.  The occupational therapists 

organized the equipment I would need at home and I 

now receive a daily visit from a ‘Home First’ care 

worker to help with things I cannot manage on my 

own. 

   Despite the pressures on the NHS, they continue to 

provide tremendous levels of care when we need it. 

Yours sincerely, 
Lin Sulley 
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A n o t h e r  F o o d  P a g e  
 

Seasonal recipes using stored vegetables 
 

Rosalind Barker has contributed this page; she comments:  

Lockdown has meant that I was able to spend a lot of time in the vegetable garden and try the 

‘grow your own food supply’ approach. This worked quite well and, at the beginning of February, 

I still have in store: potatoes, onions, shallots, 3 squash, 1 courgette/marrow, and also half a 

row of leeks in the ground. Here are a couple of recipes I would like to share. 
 

Lemon Courgette Cake 

A nice cake, not too sweet, made in a loaf tin (I use a 2lb one) 

200g (7oz) grated courgette 

150g (5oz) caster sugar 

1 egg 

125ml (4floz) vegetable oil 

200g (7oz) plain flour  

Half teaspoon salt 

Half teaspoon bicarbonate of soda 

Quarter teaspoon baking powder 

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

2 teaspoons lemon zest 

1  Preheat oven to 160 C / Gas Mark 3.  Grease a loaf tin. 

2  In a bowl, beat together the courgette, sugar, egg and oil. 

3  In a separate bowl, sift together the flour, salt, bicarbonate of soda and baking powder;                                                   

stir in the cinnamon and lemon zest. 

4  Stir the flour mixture into the courgette mixture just until blended. 

5  Pour the batter into the prepared tin. Bake for 45 minutes in the preheated oven until a knife 

inserted into the centre comes out clean. Remove from heat and cool for about 10 minutes before 

turning out onto a wire rack to cool completely. 

I also use courgette/marrow as a substitute for aubergine in moussaka. 

CHARTERED SURVEYOR : AUCTIONEER : VALUER 

ESTATE AGENT  
JOHN GOODWIN FRICS 

A Personal Service in the Sale, Letting and Management of Agricultural, Commercial and Residential Property 

3-5 New St, Ledbury  

HR8 2DX 

Walwyn Rd, Colwall  

WR13 6QG 

13 Worcester Rd, Malvern 

WR14 4QY 

9 High St, Upton-on-Severn 

WR8 0HJ 

Tel: 01531 634648 Tel: 01684 540300 Tel: 01684 892809 Tel: 01684 593125 

1  Slice the onions thinly (tissues at hand!).   

2  Melt the butter/marg in a saucepan, add the onions; cook gently for 15-20 minutes until golden brown           

and becoming caramelised. 

3  Stir in the flour and cook, stirring, for 1 minute. 

4  Stir in the stock, seasoning and bay leaf. Bring to the boil, cover and simmer for 30 minutes. 

Serve in warmed bowls with a good sprinkle of grated cheese (tasty cheddar or parmesan are good).  

French Onion Soup (makes about 4 portions)  

This is so easy to make and very comforting on a cold day. 

3   onions, medium size, peeled 

50g (2oz)   butter or margarine 

1 tablespoon flour 

900ml (1.5 pints) beef stock (I use 2 beef Oxo cubes) 

Salt and pepper 

bay leaf 



 

 

The following farmers and landowners 

from the Much Marcle environs have  

sponsored a page of the Mercury 

Homme House Estate, New House Farm, 

David R Powell, James R Powell, 

Frank J Powell, R J Nicolas 

H Weston & Sons, RJ & FJ Wilcox 

Our next meeting will be held at the Much Marcle Memorial Hall from 7.30 on Thursday 10 February. 

The talk will be Making the Most of your Greenhouse and given by Nick Morgan. He is a former RHS 

Horticultural Specialist and Superintendent of RHS Wisley glass and propagation departments. He will 

be giving us hints and tips for using our greenhouses to the best effect. 

The Club looks forward to seeing you then and, if you have not been before, please do join us on the 

evening.  You will be assured of a great welcome.  Any questions – please contact me. 

MUCH MARCLE GARDENERS’ CLUB  

J U N E  B E C K E T T    0 7 7 8 6  0 3 8 5 8 3  
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Date and location Festival/service 

 
Readers 

 
Refreshments 

 
Flowers 

Wednesday 2 March 
Yatton 1000 

Ash Wednesday 
 

TBC 
 

No Refreshments 
 

No flowers 

Sunday 6 March 
Yatton 0930 

First Sunday of Lent 
Holy Communion (BCP) 

Katherine Kelleher 
Penny Bailey 

 
Katherine Kelleher 

Chris  
Oulton 

Sunday 13 March 
Much Marcle 0930 

Second Sunday of Lent 
Holy Communion 

 
Kay Cotton 

Kay Cotton 
Pauline Voyce 

No flowers 
until Easter 

Sunday 20 March 
Much Marcle 0930 

Third Sunday of Lent 
Holy Communion (BCP) 

 
Andrew & Cherry 

Bentley-Taylor 

 
Andrew & Cherry 

Bentley-Taylor 

 
No flowers 
until Easter 

Sunday 27 March 
Much Marcle 0930 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Mothering Sunday 

Morning Prayer 

 
Margaret Brooks 

 
Margaret & Richard 

Brooks 

No flowers 
until Easter 

Sunday 3 April 
Yatton 0930 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Holy Communion (BCP) 

 
Thomas Roskill 
Hugh Bodington 

 
Nadia Stirling 

 
Nadia  

Stirling 

Church rotas for March and the first week of April 

The Repair Café Ledbury   announces a new venue! 

This is now held at the Ledbury Community Hall - but advance booking only.  

To pre-book a time slot online go to: www.repaircafeledbury.org.uk    or telephone   07518 921300. 
Saturday 5 March, Saturday 2 April. 10am – 12.30pm (NB last drop off is 12pm). Refreshments available. 

Mechanical, electrical, ceramics, garden tool sharpening. New additions: furniture repairs & advice, sewing repairs. 

http://www.repaircafeledbury.org.uk
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Plates, Cups & Saucers 

PRODUCED BY PUPILS AT MUCH MARCLE PRIMARY SCHOOL  

TO COMMEMORTE HM THE QUEEN’S PLATINUNUM JUBILEE  

Last autumn the new treasurer asked the new editor ‘What have you in mind for February?’ The new editor, involved  

with the November Mercury, was not thinking that far ahead! But realising the significance of the question, the editor  

immediately emailed the Primary School; the question was repeated and the reply was ‘The staff will hold a meeting’.  

    As a result, during the first three days of the January term there was a hive of activity: every pupil was designing and 

painting a commemorative item of choice. They also absorbed a certain amount of history. Photographs of the work  

were shown in the February Mercury where Mrs Harrison announced an Open Event on 16 February from 3.30 - 4.30pm 

for families and friends to see the work. HM The Queen has been sent photographs taken by the staff. 

The following pages show the most impressive plates, cups and saucers, expertly displayed. 

The photographer and his assistant 

arrived after most viewers had left but 

were told that the response by parents 

and friends had been amazing — 

there had been so many visitors it 

would not have been possible to  

photograph the display so clearly. 
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Display board in the entrance hall with photographs 

taken by members of the staff. 

The decision by the previous Mercury Team to continue circulating the Mercury during lockdown via email had surprising results: 
now, online versions are forwarded to family and friends overseas. Below is a response to Recollections in the February issue 
from a friend of reader Virginia Carlton who received her online version whilst in South Africa and forwarded it to her friend. 

Memories of the Accession to the Throne of H M Queen Elizabeth II 

Although it is seventy years since 6 February 1952, my 

memories of that day are vivid. Ten days earlier I had 

been enrolled as a pupil and boarder at Holy Rosary 

Convent in Dundee, Northern Natal, South Africa, at 

the age of 11 years.  As you can imagine my senses 

were acute and I was very conscious of everything in 

my new school life . . . the bells, the strange habits 

(garments!) of the Dominican Nuns, the prayers, the 

times of silence: so many new rules to remember. 

     One of the happy aspects was the tradition of buy-

ing sweets after lunch on Wednesdays, Saturdays and 

Sundays from the Tuckshop where the senior girls 

were in charge. These were of the sixpenny and shil-

ling range of chocolates and creamy toffees.  But, that 

year, the order from the wholesaler had been delayed 

which meant that for the first few days of term we  

had to be satisfied with the cheaper rolls of boiled 

sweets, aptly named  Kilty, produced in Dundee. 

On 6 February we all filed into the Refectory for 

luncheon. Grace was said and we awaited the 

tinkling of the bell which meant permission to 

speak. The Revd Mother then spoke; ‘Girls, I have 

good news: the sweets have come.’  There was an 

immediate cheer and, when the hubbub had died 

down, Revd Mother continued, ‘ and now I have 

sad news.  The King has died.’ A shocked silence 

reigned and whispering began . . . ’What will she 

be called? Will she move into the palace?’ 

      Because South Africa was still in the Com-

monwealth, Elizabeth ll was Queen of S A and we 

all had memories of the Royal Visit to our country 

in 1947, of the Royal Wedding later that year, and  

the births of Prince Charles in 1948 and Princess 

Anne in 1950. In March, the King, The Queen  

Mother and Princess Margaret were expected to 

come to Natal on a private visit so that the King 

could recuperate and enjoy the warmer weather.  

So His Majesty’s early death was a great shock to  

us all. After lunch I rushed upstairs (not caring to 

buy the newly arrived sweets) and wrote to my  

parents and grandmothers in Cape Town and Durban 

and asked them to save the newspapers for me.  

I still have these copies.  

I wish Her Majesty a Happy and Glorious Platinum 

Jubilee. God Save The Queen. 

 

Anne Samuelson,  

Swellendam, Western Cape, S Africa 



 

 

13 

Q U I Z  

Link words   eg.  danger   TRAP (5) letters   MOUSE   

TRAIN………………..ROOM (5)            Steam 

LAND……………… ..DOWN (4)           Mark 

COUNTER…………  ANT (5)               Claim       

SPRING………………WALK (5)            Board 

ROAD…………………BUSTER (5)         Block  

WALL………………….CHASE (5)          Paper 

LEADED……………….STATION (6)     Petrol         

FORTUNE…………….BARREL (6)      Cookie 

CHICKEN……………..COMB (5)         Curry 

PERMANENT……….LENGTH (4)      Wave 

ANSWERS FOR FEBRUARY  

Cryptic cakes 

A FINGER SPAN (anag) (11)                        Frangipanes 

LEPIDOPTERISTS SUBJECT (9)                    Butterfly 

LIGHT YELLOW CITRUS RAIN (5-7)            Lemon Drizzle 

POIROTS HAIRSTYLE !!!!!!  (7-3)                Belgian Bun 

SOUNDS LIKE A GERMAN THEFT (7)         Stollen 

OLD TEL AVIV (5)                                          Jaffa 

SOUNDS LIKE A PART IN WILLIAM TELL`S FILM (5-4)  Swiss Roll 

PORTUGUESE ISLAND (7)                            Madeira 

SCOTTISH HOME FOR ANTIPODEAN`S CROC  (6)  Dundee 

SHE WAS NOT AMUSED BY USING THIS IN HER BATH (8-6)                                                                                     

                                                                        Victoria Sponge 

MARCH QUIZ  

Ditloids   eg.   3BM  =  3 Blind Mice 

1    4 S on a D B 

2    4 B in a J 

3    6 W of H E 

4    6 L on an I 

5    7 B for 7 B 

6    8 L on an O 

7    10 E in a D 

8    18 H on a G C 

9    22 B on a S T 

10   30 P of S 

Make small changes by changing one letter   eg.    Gout/ /goat 

1  The fur of this animal is not cut with a curved blade (5)      ……………………        

2  This person who does ballet might be in peril (6)                 …………………….      

3  Promise to use the walking track (4)                                       ……………………        

4  Worry the parent (6)                                                                  …………………….       

5  Swathe the male duck (5)                                                          …………………….        

6  These outfits are in the set of rooms  (5)                               …………………….        

7  This heifer is short (3)                                                                …………………….         

8  This flute is not a drug (5)                                                         …………………….     

9  Look after this undertaking (7)                                                ………………………    

10  These mammals live at the summit of the hill (4)              …………………….     
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EMMA DAVIS 

PROOFREADER 

Dissertations, novels, reports, 

          research papers etc. 

Excellent rates 

References available 

edproofreader@outlook.com 

KJF Legal & Associates 

Will Writing Specialists 

 

We offer a comprehensive service in respect of: 

Will Writing  & Powers of Attorney 

Contact: Katie Fleming Tel: 07342258017 

Email: katie@kjflegal.co.uk 

www.kjflegal.co.uk 

mailto:katie@kjflegal.co.uk


 

 

15 

www.kev inboneh i l l -carpentry .co.uk  

Gas  Oil  LPG 
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Ledbury and Ross Safer Neighbourhood Teams 

Sargeant for both Ross & Ledbury is Nick Green 

Emails:  rossonwye.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

              ledbury.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

In an emergency always call 999  

Non-emergency: 101  or  Crimestoppers 0800 555111  

Electricity Power Cuts 0800 6783 105 

Emergency Gas              0800 111 999 

Emergency Welsh Water   

                                       0800 052 0130 

Emergency Severn Trent Water  

                                       0800 8370761 

Citizens Advice         0344 411 1444  

           Hereford       0344 826 9685 

           Malvern       01684 563611 

Hospitals  Ledbury  01531 632488 

                Hereford  01432 355444 

Ledbury Health Partnership  

                                 01531 825925 

Fownhope Surgery  

                                 01432 860235 

Herefordshire Council  

Main Switchboard   01432 260000 

Ledbury Library     01432 383499 

P   phone 999  only if - 

O   offenders are nearby 

L    life is at risk 

 I    injury is caused/threatened 

C   crime is in progress 

E   everything else - call 101  

L O C A L  O R G A N I S A T I O N S  C O N T A CT  D E T A I L S 

Pastoral Care: Cider Benefice Rector 

            Revd Val Tait       01531 634035 
 

Church Wardens: 

St Bartholomew’s, Much Marcle 

             Richard Brooks  01531 660241 

             John Chapman  01531 660664 

All Saints’, Yatton   

             John Reed         01989 780439 

             Chris Oulton       07582 807361    
 

Parochial Church Council 

Treasurer Andrew Paxton 01531 660685 

Secretary Sadie Facchino 07968 444762 
 

The Friends of St Bartholomew’s 

Chairman R Barker         01989 740614 

Secretary John Chapman   

                                        01531 660664 
 

Much Marcle CE Primary School 

Telephone: 01531 660607    

admin@muchmarcle.hereford.sch.uk 

 

Much Marcle Parish Councillors 
 

Chairman        Cllr Mike Barber Starkey  

Vice-Chairman          Cllr Elliot Thomas  

Cllr Julian Baldwin     Cllr Frank Powell  

Cllr Graham Baker    Cllr Simon Cotton  

Cllr Alison Hope         Cllr Elliot Weston 

Cllr Timothy Weston 

Clerk  Diane Baldwin     01684 311309 

email: mmpc@live.co.uk 
 

Yatton Parish Councillors 

Angela Hardy-Bishop & Debbie Clayton 

have retired. 

Clerk Mrs Lynda Yapp  01989740240 

email: howcapleclerk@outlook.com 
 

Much Marcle Memorial Hall 

Chairman Scott Fleming 01531 660338 

Bookings Linda Fleming 01531 660338 

Treasurer Jenny Park     01531 660408 
 

Much Marcle Badminton Club 

Jenny Park                   01531 660408 

Much Marcle Guiding 

Nicola Johnson                   

            Brownies   01531 660757 

Mary Boustead        

            Guides       01531 660242 
 

Folk Club     

John Hodgson        01531 890852 
 

Much Marcle Gardeners Club 

June Beckett           07786 038583  
 

Twinning Association  

This Association has now ceased. 
 

Mercury  Editor & Production  

Charmian Mocatta  01531 660439 

email: mercury.cjm24@gmail.com  

Treasurer, Adverts & Sponsorship 

Bernard Morris       01989 740619 

bernard.morris44@btinternet.com 

Photographs           David Mocatta   

            mocatta.david@gmail.com 

P L E A S E  S E N D  M A T E R I A L  F O R  T H E  A P R I L  I S S U E  B E F O R E  1 5  M A R C H  

If contributors are unable to meet the date above, please let the editor know and space can be reserved. 

Preferred formats are Word and Word supported formats eg. ODT, JPG, or as a direct inclusion in an email. The PDF format is difficult  

for editing so please use this only if you can provide no other. Care is taken in preparing the Mercury for publication; efforts are made   

to check the accuracy of the information provided but no responsibility can be accepted for inaccuracies which may occur. 
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